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FOEEWORD 


Review  of  the  Public  Health  record  of  this  District  in  the 
last  year  does  not  reveal  events  of  greatly  outstanding 
importance. 

Advances  which  should  however  be  noted  are,  the  com¬ 
pletion  and  opening  of  the  open-air  swimming  bath  at  Hemel 
Hempstead,  the  passing  of  the  Act  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Colne  Valley  Sewerage  Board  and  that  Board’s  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  Playing  Fields  in 
various  areas  in  the  District. 

'Phe  death  rate  in  the  District  fell  by  1.07  per  1,000  popu¬ 
lation;  that  for  England  and  Wales  rose  by  .3.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  fell  by  2.8,  that  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  falling  by  1.0: — 

District  England  &  Wales. 

Death  Rate  .  10.3  ...  12.4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  35.3  ...  58.0 

The  Cancer  death  rate  fell  by  .1  to  1.4  per  1,000  popu¬ 
lation. 

There  were  4  fatalities  from  motor  accidents  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  and  in  addition,  6  residents  were  killed  outside  the 
District. 

ITe  District  has  on  a  whole  been  comparatively  free  from 
infectious  disease;  actually  only  six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
recorded  throughout  the  year;  the  incidence  of  certain  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  in  other  parts  of  the  Country  did  however  neces¬ 
sitate  a  vigilant  attitude  toward  their  possible  importation  and 
spread,  and  public  sentiment  demanded  an  increased  surveil- 


lance  of  such  matter  as,  the  production  of  watercress,  sewage 
disposal  and  water  supply.  In  connection  with  the  last  matter 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  belief  in  the  value  of 
chlorination  of  any  water  supply  drawn  from  chalk  formations 
where  risk  of  contamination,  however  infrequent,  is  possible. 

In  1937,  on  completion  of  his  term  of  service,  Mr.  S.  S. 
Ilawson,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Borough  of  Hemel 
Hempstead,  retired.  He  had  worked  in  this  capacity  for  32 
years. 

On  his  retirement  the  Borough  Council  placed  on  record 
their  high  appreciation  of  his  loyal  and  conscientious  service. 

I  always  rated  his  assistance  highly;  his  position  entailed 
onerous  and  responsible  duties  and  I  think  he  should  look  back 
with  some  satisfaction  to  his  lengthy  service  in  the  promotion 
of  the  public  health  of  the  Borough. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD. 


Statistics  and  SociaE  Conditions. 


The  Borough  comprises  ...  ...  ...  7,226  acres 

Population  (Registrar- General’s  estimate  of 

Resident  Population,  1937)  ...  ...  18,570 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  (end  of  1937) 

according  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  5,489 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £118,033 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £457 


Extracts  from  Vita!  Statistics  of  tEie  Year. 


Total 

M 

F 

)  Legitimate  248 
Live  ' 

130 

118 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 

Births  1 

J  Illegitimate  19 

12 

7 

population  ...  14.4 

Stillbirths  ...  10 

7 

3 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  36.1 

Deaths  ...  ...  174 

86 

88 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population.  Crude  0.9 
Adjusted  0.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Causes. 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still)  Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Nil. 

Other  puerperal  (pauses 

1 

3.6 

Total 

1 

3.6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  41.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births  ...  44.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births  ...  Nil. 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  : 


Legitimate  11.  Illegitimate  Nil.  Total  11. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  3 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. — Of  the  174  deaths  61  were 
attributable  to  Heart  Disease,  11  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  1 
to  Aneurysm  and  7  to  other  circulatory  diseases ;  21  were  due 
to  Cancer,  7  to  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system,  12  to 
Pneumonia,  3  to  Bronchitis  and  2  to  other  respiratory  diseases  : 
There  was  one  death  from  Poliomyelitis,  one  from  Encepha¬ 
litis  Lethargica  and  one  from  Weil’s  Disease.  There  were 
6  deaths  from  Influenza.  3  deaths  were  due  to  suicide  and  7 
to  other  forms  of  violence. 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Year  : — Of  the 
11  Infant  Deaths  3  were  attributable  to  Congenital  Debility, 
Deformity,  Premature  Birth,  etc.  3  to  Meningitis,  2  to  Oastro- 
Enteritis,  one  to  Diarrhoea  and  2  to  Broncho  Pneumonia. 


Cetieral  Provision  of  Health  Services^ 

Hospitals  : 

A.l.  Fever. — Bennetts  End  Hospital.  Medical  Officer: 
Dr.  G.  Burnet. 

This  is  provided  by  a  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the 
Borough  and  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  District.  Accommo¬ 
dation  consists  of  two  wards  and  a  two-bedded  observation 
block.  There  is  a  total  accommodation  of  22  beds.  The  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  administrative  block  provides  for  a  Matron, 
eleven  IN urses  and  four  Maids.  There  is  a  laundry  block  and 
steam  disinfector. 

’Fhe  following  cases  were  admitted  during  1937  : 


Borough  of 

Rural  District 

H'Hempstead 

H'Hempstead 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

1  )i])htheria 

1 

4 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Smallpox. — There  is  no  Hospital  in  this  South  Herts 
(No.  1)  Sanitary  District.  Under  a  Scheme  made  by  the  County 
(’ouncil  in  pursuance  of  their  powers  under  Section  63  of  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1929,  the  County  Council  undertake  to 
])rovide  a  hos])ital  or  hospitals  with  a  total  minimum  accom¬ 
modation  of  32  beds,  with  facilities  for  extension,  for  personvS 
suffering  from  Smallpox  who  are  inhabitants  of  the  County, 
the  exj)enses  incurred  to  be  defrayed  as  expenses  for  general 
county  [)urposes.  The  locality  of  the  hospital  or  hospitals  is 
not  laid  down. 
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]).  1.  Tuberculosis. — Local  cases  are  treated  in  institu¬ 

tions  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

2.  Maternity  Hospitals. — In  July,  1927,  a  Maternity 
Block  was  opened  at  the  West  Herts  Hospital,  Hemel  Hemp¬ 
stead.  There  is  an  accommodation  of  eleven  beds. 

3.  Children’s  Hospital. — The  g-eneral  accommodation  of 
the  West  Herts  Hospital. 

4.  General  Hospitals. — The  West  Herts  Hospital, 
Hemel  Hempstead. 

114  beds. 

Out-Patients'  Department — Days  and  Times: 

Medical  and  Dental — Mondays  and  Thursdays  from 
10  to  11  a. 111. 

Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat,  AYednesdays  at  1-15  p.m. 

Ophthalmic  (Eyes),  Thursday  at  Noon. 

Orthopaedic,  1st  Monday  every  month  at  1-45  p.m. 

X-Ray,  Massage  and  Electro-Medical  Treatment 
any  Weekday  (except  Saturday)  between  9  a.m. 
and  4  p.m.,  or  by  appointment. 

in  addition  to  the  above — 

Mr.  Fredk.  Roques,  Specialist  in  Gynaecolgy,  attends 
the  1st  Friday  in  every  month  at  9-15  a.m. 

Dr.  Parry,  Consultant  Radiologist,  attends  every  Wednes¬ 
day  at  2  p.m.  but  appointments  must  be  made 
previously. 

This  is  a  voluntary  hospital.  In  1932  a  Contributory 
Scheme  was  inaugurated.  Every  district  served  by  the  hos¬ 
pital  has  joined  the  Scheme  which  has  proved  a  source  of 
appreciable  revenue  to  the  hospital.  The  income  limitation 
for  the  Scheme  is  £6  a  week  for  married  couples  and  children 
under  16  years  of  age.  There  is  also  a  Private  Patients’  (Con¬ 
tributory)  Scheme — (No  Income  limit)  for  persons  not  eligi¬ 
ble  for  membership  of  the  general  (Public  AYards)  Contributory 
Scheme. 

5.  Public  Assistance  Institution. — Hempstead  House. 
Medical  Officer  :  Dr.  J.  C.  Gregory. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. —  (a)  For  Infections  Cases^  a  motor 
ambulance  is  ke},)t  at  F>ennetts  End  Isolation  Hospital. 

(Telephone  :  Boxmoor  132). 

(b)  For  Non-Infectioiis  and  Accident  Cases,  a  motor  am- 
bulam'e,  towards  the  upkeep  of  which  the  Borough  subscribes, 
is  kept  at  the  AVest  Herts  Hospital  (Telephone  :  Boxmoor  612). 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : — 

Maternity  and  Child  A¥elfare  Centre — A  Centre,  provided 
by  the  Herts  County  Council,  is  held  at  Marlowes  every  Thurs¬ 


day,  from  2  to  4  p.m.  The  doctor  attends  every  week. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1937  ...  51 

No.  of  children  on  the  books  ...  ...  ...  284 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  2649 

Average  weekly  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  52 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  on  books  ...  ...  68 

No.  of  consultations  they  made  with  Doctor  ...  249 


A  Centre  supplied  through  voluntary  means  is  held  at  the 
Church  Boom,  Apsley,  on  alternate  Wednesdays,  at  2-30  p.m. 


(closed  in  August).  The  doctor  attends  at  each  Session. 

No.  of  times  Centre  was  open  during  1937  ...  22 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  31 

No.  of  children  between  1  and  5  years  on  the  books  97 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  1001 

Average  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  ...  45.5 


School  Clinic. — This  is  a  minor  ailment  Clinic  held  daily 
at  Marlowes  by  the  School  Nurse  and  attended  weekly  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  to  the  Borough. 

Number  of  children  who  have  attended  ...  ...  787 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1832 

Average  number  of  attendances  per  child  ...  2.3 


Tuberculosis  Centre. — This  Clinic,  under  the  Tubercu¬ 
losis  Scheme  of  the  Herts  County  Council,  is  held  at  the  West 
Herts  Hospital,  on  AVednesdays,  at  11  a.m. 


Treatment  of  A^enereal  Disease.- — A  notice  of  facilities 
available  for  treatment  is  inserted  monthly  in  the  Hemel 
Hempstead  Cazette,^’  by  the  Herts  County  Council.  Applica¬ 
tion  for  fiarticulars  may  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
County  Medical  Office,  Hertford. 
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Midwives. — There  are  three  Midwives  practising  in  the 
Borough.  These  are  not  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — General  Nursing  of 
sick  persons  in  their  homes  is  carried  out  by  the  above  Mid- 
wives  who  are  employed  by  the  District  Nursing  Association. 

School  Medical  Service. — The  Corporation  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  is  a  separate  Education  Authority  under  the  Edu¬ 
cations  Acts.  For  particulars  of  the  Service  see  the  Annual 
Eeport  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — Clinical  material  for  examina¬ 
tion  is  forwarded  to  a  London  laboratory  with  which  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made,  or  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Hill 
End. 

The  following  are  examinations  for  which  the  Authority 
have  taken  responsibility  during  the  year  — 

Throat  or  Nose  Swabs. — (Mainly  for  determining  the 
presence  of  diphtheria  organisms)  ...  ...  31 

Blood  Examinations. — (for  assisting  in  the  diag¬ 
nosis  of  paratyphoid  fever)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Faeces  Examinations. — (for  assisting  in  the  diag¬ 
nosis  of  paratyphoid  fever)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sputuivi  Examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Examinations  of  Hair  for  Kingworm  ...  ...  1 

IVater  Analysis  — - 

Public  Supply — Bacteriological  ...  ...  2 

Chemical  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk. — Milk  Samples  (for  liacteriologically  deter¬ 
mining  the  degree  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  12 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is 
obtained  from  two  boreholes  320  and  337  feet  deep  in  the  chalk 
and  situated  practically  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 
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Re])eated  bacteriological  analysis  has  shown  the  water  to 
be  of  excellent  purity.  For  domestic  purposes  the  water  is  hard, 
the  degree  of  hardness  varying  veiy  little  ;  temporary  hardness 
is  about  26  and  permanent  hardness  about  2  per  100,000  parts. 
It  was  recently  decided  that  in  place  of  quarter^  bacteriologi¬ 
cal  examination  as  previously  carried  out,  the  examination 
shall  be  made  fortnightly  and  also  a  chemical  examination 
quarterly.  The  last  bacteriological  examination  showed  quan¬ 
titatively  16  colonies  of  organisms  per  c.c.  on  gelatine  incu¬ 
bated  at  27°C.  for  3  days  and  2  colonies  per  c.c.  on  agar  incu¬ 
bated  at  37°C.  for  2  days.  The  qualitative  examination  was 
entirel}^  negative  for  B.  coli,  streptococci  or  Cl.  Welchii 
(spores). 

It  is  disappointing  to  record  the  very  little  advantage 
taken  bv  ])roperty  owners  of  the  extension  of  the  main  to 
Bourne  End  last  year.  3  new  properties  and  only  14  estab¬ 
lished  fu'operties  have  since  been  connected. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — There  have  been  no  material 
alterations  or  extensions  during  the  last  twelve  months.  The 
(Tine  Valley  Sewerage  Scheme  (see  Foreword  of  1936  Annual 
Re])ort)  is  due  to  come  into  operation  on  April  1st,  1938. 

Throughout  the  year  the  question  of  cesspool  care  and 
emptying  has  received  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  it  is  hoped  in  1938  to  arrange  a  scheme 
v/hereby  a  more  satisfactory  and  sanitary  condition  of  affairs 
can  be  assured.  The  problem  presents  great  difficulties  but  is 
especially  of  much  gravity  in  view  of  the  dependability  of  the 
community  on  water  from  chalk.  Arrangements  are  in  hand  for 
an  extension  of  sewerage  in  the  Cupid  Green  area,  it  being 
anticipated  that  this  will  eliminate  the  use  of  a  certain  number 
of  cesspools. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  pollution  of  the  Rivers  Bul- 
bourne  or  Gade  was  determined  during  the  year. 

Scavenging. —  I  he  main  portion  of  the  town  is  served  by  a 
motor  freighter  of  modern  type  and  fitted  with  automatic  clos¬ 
ing  metal  covers.  Covered  horse  vans  make  auxiliary  collec¬ 
tions.  All  collections  are  weekly.  All  refuse  is  disposed  of  bv 
means  of  the  Bradford  System  of  burial.  Waste  paper  is  col¬ 
lected  separately,  ])ressed  and  sold  for  the  manufacture  of 
pul]).  Facilities  are  afforded  for  the  collection  of  trade  refus(‘ 
at  fixed  prices. 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


ANNUAL  STATEMENT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 

WORK  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937 


1. 


Visits  and  Inspections  Made  : — 

General— Houses — -Public  Health  Acts 

— Housing-  Acts  ... 
— Overcrowding  ... 


— Infectious  Diseases 
— -Disinfected 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests 
Common  Lodging  Houses 


Oft'ensive  Trades 

Tents^  Vans  and  Sheds 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

Factories,  Workshops  and 

Bakehouses 

Cinemas 

Schools 

Petroleum  Stores 


AVorkplac 


e 


s 


Shops  Acts 

Common  Yards  and  Passages 
Pevisits  to  Premises  under  Hotice 
Work  in  progress 

Interviews  with  Owners  and  Builders 
Rats  and  Mice  Act 
Canal  Boats 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 


Meat  and  Slaughterhouses 

Foods  Butchers  Shops 

Public  Markets 
Fried  Fish  Shops 

General  Food  Shops  and  Premises 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Milk  Samples — ^Bacterial  Count 

Minit  Test 


215 

75 
121 

44 

19 

43 

16 

76 
9 

o 

O 

11 

■87 

o 

O 

15 

15 

263 

76 

1363 

472 

163 

14 

36 

276 

849 

99 

95 

76 

81 

oo 

DO 

■  9 
80 


Totals 


1737 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  With  : — 


Outstanding 

Served 

Complied 

Outstanding 

IhjBLic  Health 

31  :12  :36 

1937 

1937 

13 :12  :37 

(Informal) 

1 

190 

160 

31 

(Formal) 

4 

11 

15 

0 

Housing  : 

(Informal) 

0 

49 

10 

39 

Tot.. 

\L  5 

250 

185 

70 

.  Nuisances  &  Defects  Remedied  after  Service  of  Notices  : 


Houses  Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

External  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  56 

Internal  walls  re])aired  ...  ...  ...  24 

Eaves,  gutters  and  spouts  renewed  ...  40 

I)am])ness  abated  ...  ...  ...  26 

Floors  rei^aired  and  relaid  ...  ...  33 

1 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  22 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  46 

Cooking  ranges  and  firegrates  repaired  16 
Sinks  provided  inside  houses  ...  ...  29 

Sinks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  supplies  provided  inside  ...  32 

Food  Stores  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Doors  and  Woodv/ork  repaired  ...  18 

Chimneys  and  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  9 

Yards  and  Passages  paved  ...  ...  57 

WRalls  and  Ceilings  cleansed  ...  ...  36 

H andrails  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Additional  ventilation  provided  ...  29 

Earns  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drainage  Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Drains  repaired  and  relaid  ...  ...  16 

Additional  drainage  provided  ...  ...  16 

(Ysspools  repaired  ...  ...  ...  5 
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Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedsed  after  Service  of  Notices —  continued, 


W.C.'s  and 

Water  closets  repaired  ... 

14 

Dustbins 

New  pedestals  provided 

...  '  d 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 

...  U) 

New  pails  to  earth  closets 

Additional  water  closets  provided 

3 

New  dustbins  provided 

20 

Miscellaneous 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

5 

Verminous  premises  cleansed  ... 

1 

Dangerous  buildings 

1 

Stagnant  water 

3 

Overcrowding  abated 

23 

Vans  and  sheds  removed 

•  .  • 

Pig-keeping  ceased 

Dairies 

Floor  relaid 

1 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 

1 

Premises  cleansed 

o 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed 

9 

•  •  .  ^ 

Food 

Rutcliers  shops  cleansed 

1 

Premises 

Fried  Fish  ])remises  cleansed  ... 

3 

Accummulation  of  refuse  removed 

2 

Factories 

Cleansed  and  limewashed 

I 

&  Workshops 

Refuse  removed  ... 

1 

Water  closet  removed 

1 

Dustbin  provided 

I 

Roof,  walls  and  floor  repaired  ... 

i 

Ventilation  improved 

1 

Shops  Acts 

Proper  records  kept 

¥ 

1 

Notices  exhibited 

1 

Seats  for  females  provided 

1 

Petroleum  Act  &  Regulations  : 

Number 

of  licensed  iiersons 

o5 

Quantity  Petroleum  stored 

47830  galls 

Quantity 

Carbide  of  Calcium  stored 

8|  cwts. 

F.  AFPIVKYARD^  Sanitary  Inspector. 
If) 
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Factories^  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Occupiers 

Inspect’ns 

Notices 

prosecuted 

Factories — (including  Factory 

laundries) 

18 

- - - 

— 

Workshops — (including  Work- 

shop  laundries) 

75 

10 

— 

Workplaces — (other  than  out* 

worker’s  premises) 

5 

• — - 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

98 

10 

Defects  Fot'nd  : 


Number  of  Defects 
Found  Remed’d  Refer’d  Prose- 


Particulars 

to  H.M. 
Inspt. 

cutions 

insitu’d 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1 

1 

— 

- - 

Other  Nuisances 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation  unsuit¬ 
able  or  defective 

1 

1 

_ 

--  - 

TOTAL  ... 

10 

10 

— 

— 

OuT-woRK  IN  Unwholesome  Premises. 
Defects  found  ...  Nil. 


The  work  of  preparing  a  coniplefe  register  of  shops  in  the 
Ptorough  was  put  in  hand  during  the  year.  No  action  was  taken 
under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and  tem¬ 
perature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences.  The  general 
work  of  administering  the  Shops  Acts  generally  is  being 
carried  out  during  the  present  year  (1938). 

Smoke  Abatement. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  this 
matter  during  the  year. 

SwjimmiBng  Pool. 

The  neiv  swimming  pool,  constructed  by  the  Authority, 
was  completed  during  the  year  and  opened  in  May.  I  am 
indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  tor  the  follovTug  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  pool  and  it’s  amenities  :  — 
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“The  new  open-air  swimming  pool  is  pleasantly  situated 
in  the  grounds  of  ^Churchill/  an  Estate  of  five  acres,  recently 
purchased  by  the  CoTincil,  and  the  entrance  thereto  is  from 
Park  Road. 

The  buildings  and  pool  have  been  sited  to  form  an  ideal 
sun  trap  and  to  allow  entension  to  the  surrounds  on  the  West¬ 
ern  side,  if  found  desirable,  and  also  to  enable  a  part  of  the 
remainder  of  the  grounds  to  be  laid  out  with  additional  TeniiiS 
Courts  or  Ponding  (Teen. 

In  addition  to  a  pay  office  and  first  aid  room,  there  are 
dressing  rooms  for  men  and  women,  each  fitted  with  53  cubi¬ 
cles,  steel  clothes  lockers,  and  an  Annex  for  the  use  of  school 
children  and  for  emergency  use  Avhen  all  the  lockers  are  fully 
occupied.  Immediately  adjacent  to  the  exit  end  of  these  build¬ 
ings  are  shower  and  footspray  fittings,  a  compulsory  footbath, 
and  the  necessary  sanitary  accommodation. 

The  pool  is  165  feet  long,  60  feet  wide,  and  varies  in  depth 
from  3  feet  to  7  feet,  with  a  square  of  a  depth  of  9  feet  in  front 
of  the  Diving  Stage. 

It  has  a  paved  surround  of  coloured  slab  ])aving  varying  in 
width  from  15  feet  to  30  feet,  giving  ample  space  for  the 
leathers.  At  the  back  of  the  ])aved  surround  is  a  dwarf  wall 
with  stone  coping,  beyond  which  are  grass  slopes  with  flower 
beds. 

A  diving  stage  is  provided,  consisting  of  5  metre  firm 
board,  3  metre  firm  and  spring  boards,  and  1  metre  Olympic 
pattern  spring  board . 

The  capacity  of  the  Pool  is  320,000  gallons  and  the  most 
modern  filtration  plant  has  been  installed,  capable  of  dealing 
with  a  comy)lete  turn-over  of  the  water  every  six  hours.  The 
water  is  filtered  through  sand  filters,  sterilised  with  chlorine 
and  ammonia,  and  aerated  on  return  to  the  Pool. 

A  cafe  for  light  refreshments  is  provided,  and  opposite 
the  entrance  in  Park  Road  are  facilities  for  the  free  parking 
of  Cars.” 

From  May,,  1937,  to  March,  1938,  there  were  64,646 
attendances,  these  including  many  visitors  to  the  Borough. 
That  full  use  is  made  of  the  pool  hy  children  is  evidenced  bv 
the  record  that  during  the  year,  out  of  636  eleven  plus  children 
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on  the  Elementary  Schools  registers^  220  learnt  to  swim  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  115  others  being  already  able  to  do  so.  The  pool 
was  also  made  use  of  by  the  Hertfordshire  Swimming  Asso¬ 
ciation. 


Eradicatioai  of  bed  bugs. 

During  1937  only  one  case  of  bug  infestation  was  found 
and  dealt  with.  An  insecticide  spray  was  used  after  the 
removal  of  mouldings  and  skirting  boards,  and  the  tenants 
were  given  suitable  instructions  regarding  cleansing  opera¬ 
tions. 

(1)  Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  Nil 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  1 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Disinfestation  v/as  carried  out  by  contact  insecticide 
(spraying)  after  removal  of  mouldings  and  skirting 
t)oards,  etc. 

(3)  Defore  tenants  move  to  Council  houses  inspection  of 
belongings  is  made  by  the  Housing  Manager. 

(4)  If  any  infestation  is  found  each  house  is  dealt  with  on 
its  merits.  Generally  speaking  cases  are  dealt  with  by 
the  Public  Health  Department  undertaking  spraying 
with  suitable  insecticide  and  by  general  cleansing  by 
the  tenant  under  supervision.  More  serious  infestation 
would  have  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  circumstances. 

(5)  The  tenants  of  Council  houses  are  now'  under  the  super¬ 

vision  of  the  Housing  Manager  wdio  will  advise  as  To 
prevention  of  re-infestation. 

Schools. 

Quarterly  inspections  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  at  the 
elementary  schools  in  the  Borough  are  carried  out  by  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspectors  and  any  defects  found  are  referred  to  the 
School  Medical  Officer. 
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Houseng. 

Number  of  Houses  erected  during  1937  — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  261 


1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  under  the  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  292 

(6)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1363 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (included  under 

sub-head  Qj  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Pegulations^  1925.  ...  ...  ...  75 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  472 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  iis  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 
ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 


291 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  206 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a) ^ — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  Nil 

(b)  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de¬ 
fects  to  be  rendered  ...  ...  ...  H 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  de¬ 
fects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(5)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  ...  .  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act^  1936,  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  iv. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  7 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  61 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(c)  — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  167 

{(i)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil. 

(e)  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 

crowding  conditions  upon  which  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desir¬ 
able  to  report : — 

I  recorded  in  my  last  report  that  of  the  59  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  noted  during  the  1936  Special  Survey,  all  but  14 
cases  had  been  relieved.  During  1937  13  further  cases  were 
found,  making  altogether  27  overcrowded  families.  20  of  these 
have  been  satisfactorily  accommodated  leaving  7  overcrowded 
families.  6  of  these  7  families  are  in  Council  Houses  and 
include  the  4  large  families  for  whom  it  had  been  intended 
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to  erect  houses  containing  four  bedrooms.  Doubts  as  to  the 
complete  practicability  of  this  solution  has  prevented  the 
erection  of  these  houses  for  the  present. 

Work  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  continues  to  take  up 
a  considerable  part  of  the  time  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
The  inspection  of  dwelling  houses,  the  recording  of  existing 
conditions,  the  drafting  of  schedules  of  work  required,  etc.  is 
a  task  of  some  magnitude.  In  addition,  work  in  progress  has 
to  be  supervised,  dilatory  owners  have  to  be  reminded  of  their 
responsibilities  and  much  time  is  taken  up  interviewing  owners 
and  contractors  in  regard  to  housing  repairs.  In  spite  of  this, 
however,  some  progress  has  been  made  and  much  useful  work 
has,  and  is  being  accomplished,  as  shewn  in  the  table  )f 
defects  remedied.  Extra  efforts  are  being  made  during  the 
present  year  in  the  work  of  repairing  and  reconditioning  the 
oluer  working  class  properties  of  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  there  was  appointed  a  full-time  Lady 
Housing  Manager  trained  in  the  Octavia  Hill  System.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  appointment,  by  the  introduction  of 
methods  upon  which  this  system  is  based,  will  prove  beneficial 
both  from  economic  and  social  aspects. 

inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply  : 

There  are  on  the  register  at  present  the  following:  — 
Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  11 

Cowkeeper  retailers  ...  ...  15 

Retailers  only  ...  ...  ...  15 

Total  ...  41 

During  the  year  9  samples  have  been  obtained,  on  behalf 
of  the  Ministry,  and  examined  bacteriologicaily  and  all  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 

There  were  also  80  other  samples  taken  and  examined  for 
the  presence  of  dirt  by  means  of  the  pad  test.  The  majority  of 
these  samples  were  satisfactory  but  where  they  were  not  up  to 
the  standard  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  producers  and 
special  visits  made  to  the  farms  with  a  view  to  eradicating 
unsatisfactory  methods  of  production.  In  the  case  of  samples 
produced  outside  the  Borough  the  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  district  concerned  and  active  co¬ 
operation  has  resulted  from  this  step  being  taken.  No  samples 
of  ordinary  milk  have  been  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion. 
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'  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  : 

'The  inspection  of  food  animals  slanghtered  in  the  Borough 
continues  to  be  carried  out  satisfactorily.  So  far  as  is  known  all 
animals  killed  are  examined  previous  to  sale,  and  this  work 
necessitates  inspection  work  during  evenings,  and  on  public 
liolidays.  There  are  9  private  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the 
Morough — 7  'being  registered  and  2  licensed.  The  inspection 
of  meat  is  carried  out  as  far  as  possible  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  the;-Ministry  of  Health’s  circular 
Memo.  62  (Foods)  and  judgments  are  based  on  the  recommen¬ 
dations  of  the  same  memorandum.  The  general  , standard  of 
cleanliness  in  the  butchers  shops  in  the  Borough  is  satisfactor}" 
and  the  (juality  of  The  meat  slaughtered  is  good.  The  following 
table  shows  the  work  done  as  regards  meat  and  food  inspec¬ 
tion  during  the  year  : — - 

inspections  made  of  Slaughterhouses  ...  849 

I.  inspections  made  of  Butchers  Shops  ...  99 

Inspections  made  of  other  Food  Premises  ...  157 

inspections  made  of  Public  Markets  ...  95 

Carcases  Inspected  during  the  Year,  1937. 


471 

1492 

1400 


70 


Unsound;  Food  Condemned,  Surrendered  and  Destroyed  : — 


Tuberculosis. 


Beasts. 

Carcases  and  Organs 
Forequarters 
Hindquarters 
Heads  and  Tongues 
Lungs  (pairs) 

Tavers 

Mesenteries 

Spleeps 

Intestines  (set)  ... 
Heart 


ITgs. 

2  Heads  and  Tongues 

2  Lungs  (pairs) 

1  Tiivers 

1  Hearts 

9 
5 


24 

6 

5 

5 


1 

1 

1 
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Other  Diseases 

i^EASTS.  Pigs. 

Livers  (Flukes)  ...  ...  21  Liver  (Cirrhosis)  ...  1 

Livers  (Cirrhosis)  ...  1 

Ijivers  (Abscesses)  ...  2  Sheep. 

Lungs  (Inflammation)  ...  1  Liver  (Flukes)  ...  ...  1 

and  1  Hindquarter  of  Imported  Beef  (Decomposition). 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


t 

Cattle 

(exc’dg  Cows 
Cows) 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

L’mbs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

471  — 

70 

1492 

1400 

Number  inspected 

471  — 

70 

1492 

1400 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

27  — 

1 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

5.8  — 

0.7 

0.7 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

17  — 

28 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber- 
losis 

4.0  — 

2.0 

Meat  Marking 

No  scheme  under  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  is  in  force  in  the  area.  ^ 

Fried  Fish  Shops  : — 

There  are  11  fish  frying  premises  in  the  Borough  all  of 
which  are  scheduled  as  offensive  trades  and  licensed  annually. 
76  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and,  except  for  minor 
matters,  the  premises  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
and  the  foodstuffs  offered  for  sale  of  good  quality. 

Bakehouses : — 

There  are  17  bakehouses  on  the  register  and  87  inspec¬ 
tions  were  made  during  1937.  Three  of  the  premises  are  under¬ 
ground  bakehouses.  The  condition  and  general  cleanliness  of 
the  premises  generally  is  satisfactory.  A  few  minor  items 
requiring  attention  were  discovered  and  remedied  upon  request. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

I'he  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Diseases  (ex¬ 
cluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: 

Total  Gases  Admitted  to 


Disease 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

13 

Nil. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

Nil. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

8 

7 

Nil, 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4 

3 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Periods 


Under  1  year 


1 

to 

2 

7  7 

2 

to 

3 

7  7 

3 

to 

4 

7  7 

4 

to 

5 

7  7 

6 

to 

10 

7  7 

10 

to 

15 

7  7 

15 

to 

20 

7  7 

20 

to 

35 

7  7 

35 

to 

45 

79 

45 

to 

65 

7  7 

65 

&  upwards 
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Scarlet  Fever  :  — 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  spasmodically  through¬ 
out  the  year.  10  were  in  school  children  and  3  in  adults.  No 
more  than  2  cases  occurred  in  children  at  any  particular 
school.  The  13  cases  produce  a  case  rate  of  .70  per  1000  popu¬ 
lation,  as  compared  with  2.33  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Diphtheria  ; — - 

Only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Borough.  It 
was  isolated  in  hospital  and  recovered.  It  provides  a  case 
rate  of  .05  as  compared  with  1.49  for  England  and  Wales. 

During  1937  only  5  children  received  immunisation  under 
the  scheme  which  started  in  1936.  In  all  cases  T.A.F.  was 
employed. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  : — 

Of  the  4  cases  3  occurred  in  August —  2  being  school  child¬ 
ren  in  the  same  family.  These  2  children  both  had  initial 
feveiish  attacks  of  unknown  cause  followed  by  some  days 
remission  of  symptoms  after  which  paralysis  developed.  Both 
cases  were  sent  to  a  special  hospital  and  are  making  a  good 
recovery.  The  fatal  case  was  2  years  of  age  and  there  was  no 
remission  of  symptoms. 

WeiiTs  Disease  : — 

It  was  ascertained  that  the  patient  who  succumbed  to 
WeiPs  Disease  had  worked  and  stored  his  lunch  on  premises 
accessible  to  rats. 

T  ubercu4osis. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulm’ry 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’ry 

0—  1 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

IVI 

J 

M. 

F. 

1—  5 

5—15 

—  1 

—  1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

15—25 

1  2 

1  — 

- - 

1 

— 

— 

25—35 

1  2 

- .  - 

— 

1 

- - 

— - 

35—45 

-  - 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

-  - - 

- -  - 

1 

— 

— 

55_65 

—  1 

-  - 

1 

1 

— 

- - 

65  and  upwards 

—  — . 

. — .  — . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

3  6 

1  1 

2 

4 

0 

0 

Of  the  7  deaths  recorded 

2  cases  ( 

or  28.6 

per 

cent.) 

were 

not  notified.  In  the  case  of  non-notification  a  letter  is  sent  to 


the  medical  practitioner  concerned  and  particulars  of  the  case 
requested. 
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Health  Educatiori : — 

Pamphlets  on  the  following  subjects  are  made  use  of  as 
the  occasion  arises  :  — 

Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Infectious  Diseases  and 
Cleanliness. 

In  connection  with  the  National  Health  Campaign,  pos¬ 
ters  were  publicly  displayed  and  also  distributed  to  schools 
and  public  buildings.  Bookmarks  v.^ere  distributed  to  County 
Jjibrary  District  Branches  and  also  to  private  libraries.  Coun¬ 
ter  cards  w^ere  displayed  in  shops  and  leaflets  distributed  to 
the  schools  for  children  to  take  to  their  homes.  All  these  were 
obtained  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

A  meeting  with  local  medical  practitioners  was  arranged 
by  the  Mayor  and  aspects  of  the  medical  and  health  needs  of 
the  Borough  vrere  discussed.  It  is  hoped  to  arrange  similar 
meetings  in  the  future. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  Dental  Demonstrations  to 
be  given  early  in  1938  by  the  Dental  Board  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  dental  posters  were  shown  at  the  school  clinic. 

The  film  'T)ne  Hundred  A^ears,’^  produced  by  the  National 
Progress  Film  Company,  was  inserted  for  three  days  into  the 
})rogramme  of  one  of  the  principal  cinemas,  special  posters 
advertising  the  film  being  obtained  by  the  local  authority. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Rural  District  of  Hemel  Hempstead  comprises  an  area 
of  20,231  acres  and  is  made  up  by  the  parishes  of  Kings  Lang¬ 
ley,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and 
Markyate. 


l^opulation  (Registrar-Generars  estimate  of 

resident  population,  1937)  ...  ...  8,653 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  (end  of  1937), 

according  to  the  Rate  Books  ...  ...  2,677 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  <£51,147 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £195 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year, 


Total  M. 

_  .  )  Legitimate  113  59 

Live 

Births  j  Illegitimate  4  3 

Stillbirths  ...  4  2 

Deaths  ...  ...  89  47 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  ...  13.5 

b  Rate  per  1000  total  (live 

2  and  still)  births  33.1 

42  Death  Rate  per  1000  of 

the  estimated  resident 
population.  Crude  10.3 
Adjusted  9.5 


Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  1 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil. 

Total  ...  ...  1 


Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

8.3 

Nil. 

8.3 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  34.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births  ...  35.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births  ...  Nil. 


Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  : 

Legitimate  4.  Illegitimate  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Total  4. 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death  : — Of  the  89  deaths  20  were 
attributable  to  Heart  Disease^  4  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and 
2  to  other  circulatory  diseases.  Eight  deaths  were  due  to  Bron¬ 
chitis,  2  to  Pneumonia  and  5  to  respiratory  Tuberculosis,  while 
six  were  attributable  to  Hephritis.  13  deaths  were  due  to 
Cancer,  one  to  Suicide  and  6  to  other  forms  of  Violence.  One 
death  was  due  to  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  one  to  Influenza.  2 
deaths  were  due  to  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  ; — Of  the 
4  infant  deaths,  3  were  due  to  Prematurity  and  one  to  Acute 
Bronchitis. 

Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Hospitals. — See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead  Report, 
page  8. 

Ambulance  Facilities. —  Ditto.  page  10 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Chipperfield  and  District  : 

Infant  Welfare  Centre : — This  Centre  is  held  at  the 
Chipperfield  Institute  from  2-30  to  4-30  p.m.  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Tuesday  of  each  month.  The  doctor  attends  at  each 
session. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1937  ...  24 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  21 

No.  of  children  between  1  and  5  years  on  the  books  76 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  791 

Average  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  33 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. — ^This  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Chipper¬ 
field  Institute  at  2-30  p.m.  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the 
month.  The  doctor  attends  at  each  session. 

No.  of  times  the  Clinic  was  open  during  1937  ...  11 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  books  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  consultations  they  have  made  with  doctor  ...  42 

Kings  Langley  Welfare  Centre. — This  is  a  voluntary 
centre.  It  is  held  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  each  month  from 
2-30 — 4-30  p.m.  The  doctor  attends  at  each  session. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1937  12 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  19 

No.  of  children  between  1  and  5  years  on  the  books  78 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  460 

Average  monthly  attendance  of  children  .  38 
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School  Clinics. — There  are  no  School  Clinics  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  except  a  Dental  Clinic  at  Kings  Langley.  The  Education 
Authority  under  the  Education  Acts  is  the  County  Council  and 
children  with  defects  attend  the  nearest  appropriate  clinic  out¬ 
side  the  District. 

Tuberculosis  Centre. — See  Borough  of  Kernel  Hempstead 
Report,  page  10. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease. — See  Borough  of  Kernel 
Hempstead  Report,  page  10. 

Midwives. — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There 
are  seven  midwives  who  are  employed  by  the  Nursing  Associ¬ 
ations  and  who  undertake  Public  Health  Work  and  General 
Nursing  in  the  home.  There  is  one  other  private  midwife. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — ^See  Borough  of  Kernel  Hemp¬ 
stead  Report,  page  11. 

The  following  are  examinations  for  which  the  Authority 
have  taken  responsibility  during  the  year  : — 

Throat  or  Nose  Swahs  (for  determining  the  presence 
of  Diphtheria  organisms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Faeces  Examinations  (for  assisting  in  the  diagnosis  of 

para-typhoid  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Analysis. — 

Public  Supply— Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  2 

(  ,  Chemical  ...  ...  ...  2 

Suspected  Well — Chemical  .•. .  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply  : — 

A  piped  supply  is  provided  to  Kings  Langley,  Chipper- 
field,  Bovingdon  and  Flaunden  l)y  the  Rickmansworth  Water 
Company. 

,  Flamstead  draws  its  water  supply  from  a  borehole  sunk 
On  The  site  of  the  old  well.  The  water  is  distributed  by  an 
electrically  operated  pump  to  underground  tanks ;  the  supply 
is  given  from  standpipes.  A  preliminary  scheme  is  before  the 
Rural  District  Council  for  eliminating  the  present  system  of 
underground  tank  storage  and  giving  a  direct  supply  to  be 
carried  to  individual  houses.  The  desirability  of  doing  without 
this  system  has  been  recently  demonstrated  by  contamination 
of  one  tank;  this  has  since  been  replaced  by  a  standpipe. 
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The  supply  has  proved  sufficient  and  satisfactory. 

A  recent  bacteriological  analysis  showed  the  number  of 
organisms  growing  on  agar  at  37°C.  in  48  hours  to  be  175 
per  c.cg  and  at  room  temperature  in  72  hours  290  per  c.c.  A 
test  for  coliforms  showed  a  50  c.c.  tube  positive  for  Inter¬ 
mediate  Group  1  and  smaller  amounts  negative. 

Markyate  is  supplied  from  a  well  and  boring  of  a  total 
depth  of  371  feet^  the  water  being  pumped  by  an  electrically 
operated  borehole  plant,  assisted  by  three  throw  pumps  driven 
by  oil.  The  supply  has  proved  sufficient  and  satisfactory.  Re¬ 
cent  bacteriological  examination  showmd  the  number  of  organ¬ 
isms  growing  on  agar  at  37°C.  in  48  hours  to  be  7  per  ml. 
and  at  room  temperature  in  72  hours  to  be  374  per  ml.  All 
presumptive  tests  for  coliforms  were  negative  except  in  3  out  of 
5  ten  c.c.  tubes  where  there  were  3  organisms  per  c.c.  of  B. 
Coli  Intermediate  Group  II. 

Great  Gaddesden  and  Gaddesden  Row  depend  on  bore¬ 
holes,  weks  and  rain  water  tanks.  The  water  for  Jockey  End 
is  obtained  from  a  boring  sunk  to  a  depth  of  300  feet,  the 
water  thus  obtained  being  passed  through  a  chlorinator.  The 
handwheel  has  been  replaced  by  an  electrical  gear  presented 
by  an  anonymous  benefactor.  The  latest  bacteriological  exami¬ 
nation  showed  the  v/ater  to  be  satisfactory  before  chlorination, 
but  this  is  being  continued  for  the  present.  145  organisms  per 
c.c.  were  grown  on  agar  at  37°C.  for  48  hours  and  375  per  c.c. 
at  room  temperature  for  72  hours.  Presumptive  test  for  coli¬ 
forms  showed  their  presence  in  50  c.c.  and  in  2  out  of  5  tubes 
in  10  C.C.,  while  confirmatory  tests  showed  10  c.c.  negative 
and  50  c.c.  positive  for  Intermediate  Group  I. 

At  Chequers  End  water  is  still  obtained  from  a  private 
well  pending  the  availability^  of  the  new  borehole.  This  has 
a  depth  of  320  feet.  A  water  tower  has  been  completed  but 
analyses  do  not  yet  warrant  the  borehole  being  put  into  use. 

Great  Gaddesden  Village  obtains  water  from  a  borehole 
about  100  feet  deep  provided  by  the  Authority.  The  supply 
is  sufficient  and  satisfactory.  The  latest  bacteriological 
f^xamination  showed  that  the  number  of  organisms  growing  on 
agar  at  37°C.  in  48  hours  was  11  per  ml.  and  the  number  at 
room  temperature  in  72  hours  was  144  per  ml.  A  presumptive 
test  for  coliforms  showed  1  ten  c.c.  tube  out  of  5  positive,  B. 
Coli  Intermediate  Type  II  being  found. 
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Two  other  boreholes  supply  16  Council  houses  situated 
in  the  Gade  Valley,  and  recent  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination  showed  the  water  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality. 

The  Authority  undertakes  the  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  of  water  annually  for  all  the  above  sources  of  supply 
except  Rickmansworth  Water  Company.  Further  examina¬ 
tion  is  made  as  occasion  appears  to  demand. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — 

There  has  been  no  work  necessary  in  regard  to  pollution. 
Drainage  and  Sewerage. — 

There  have  been  no  alterations  or  material  extension  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

Scavenging. — 

Schemes  for  the  periodical  emptying  of  earth  closets  and 
privies  are  in  operation  at  Bovingdon,  Chipperfield  and  Flam- 
stead . 

House  refuse  is  collected  w^eekly  from  Kings  Langley, 
Bovingdon  and  Chipperfield  and  fortnightly  from  Flamstead 
and  Markyate.  The  refuse  from  Bovingdon,  Chipperfield  and 
Kings  Langley  is  taken  to  a  central  site  and  disposed  of  by 
means  of  the  Bradford  system.  The  method  continues  to  prove 
satisfactory.  The  refuse  from  Markyate  and  Flamstead  is 
buried  in  excavated  pits  formerly  used  for  gravel  digging. 

REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1937 

Inspections — Housing  : — 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  58 

Houses  inspected  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  13 

Houses  inspected  on  complaint  ...  ...  i..  31 

Visits  after  serving  notice  and  to  work  in  progress  101 


Trade  Premises  : — 

Nd. 

No.  of  Visits 

Bakehouses 

•  •  • 

6 

11 

Laundries 

•  •  • 

2 

6 

Cowsheds 

•  •  • 

67 

88 

Slaughter-houses 

•  •  • 

9 

70 
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New  or  Remedial  Work. 

Houses: —  '  ‘ 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  13 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Defective  })laster  repaired,  walls  &  ceilings  29 

Walls  damp  and  defective  remedied  ...  12 

Roofs,  guttering  and  spouting  repaired  ...  10 

Windows  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  13 

Floors  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  '  8 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defective  coppers,  cooking  stoves  and  fire 

grates  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  8 

Receptacles  for  house  refuse  provided  ...  9 

Defective  brickwork  made  good  ...  ...  5 

Drainage,  etc.  : — 

Water  Closets  and  E.C.’s  repaired  or  con¬ 
verted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  drains  laid  and  tested  with  water, 

including  New  Buildings)  ...  ...  109 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  sinks  and  gulleys  provided  ...  i  4 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928  :  — 

Licenses  issued:  Petroleum  26;  Carbide  6. 

Quantity  stored  :  Petroleum  57,377  galls;  Carbide  l^cwts. 

B.  LI.  STEPHENSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector- 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Ni.m 

Inspections 

ber  of 

W  ritten 
Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories — (including  Factory 

Laundries) 

4 

1 

Workshops  (including  Work¬ 
shop  Laundries) 

48 

3 

■ 

Workplaces  (other  than  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

— 

- - 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

52 

3 

— 
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Defects  Found  : — 

Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 
Found  Remedied  Referred 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 
Other  Nuisances 

3 

3  — 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3  — 

— 

OuT-WoRK  IN  Unwholesome  Premises  : — 

Defects  found  ...  Nil. 

Shops. 

No  action  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventila¬ 
tion  and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences 
has  been  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

It  vras  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  this 
matter  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public 
in  this  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  Council  houses,  but  other  houses  have  occasionally 
been  found  to  be  infested.  Tenants  have  been  supplied  by  the 
Authority  with  a  fluid  insecticide  and  advised  regarding  its 
use,  followed  by  cleansing  after  the  stripping  of  wallpaper,  etc. 

Housing. 

No.  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  1937  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  84 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  .  ...  ...  102 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  185 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  under  sub¬ 

head  [1]  above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations^  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  85 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil. 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation 


26 


2.- — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  22 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 


(a). — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  .  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(h). — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  Nil. 

(c). — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


(d). — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 


Nil. 


4. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  iv. — ^Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  6 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  46 
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(h)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  24 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 

crowding  conditions  upon  which  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desir¬ 
able  to  report — 

At  the  end  of  1936  9  of  the  20  cases  of  overcrowding  deter¬ 
mined  at  the  detailed  housing  survey  had  been  relieved. 

Of  the  remaining  11  cases  a  further  5  have  been  accounted 
for  as  follows  : — 

Ill  3  cases  the  families  have  been  removed  to  a  Coun¬ 
cil  house  of  sufficient  size ; 

In  2  cases  the  families  have  left  the  District. 

The  position  may  be  summed  up  as  below  : — 


Parish 

No.  of  over¬ 

crowded  at 
end  of  1936 

Relieved 
in  1937 

Remaining 

overcrowded 

Markyate 

«  •  • 

4 

1 

3 

Flamstead 

... 

1 

1 

0 

Kings  Langley 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

0 

Great  Gaddesden 

1 

0 

1 

Flaunden 

1 

1 

0 

Bovingdon 

3 

1 

2 

iospection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  66  of  these 
premises  in  the  district.  88  inspections  have  been  made. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  9  slaughter  houses  in  the 
district:  70  visits  were  made.  Under  the  Slaughter  of  Ani¬ 
mals  Act,  1933,  a  total  of  21  licenses  for  slaughtermen  have 
been  granted  to  date. 

Bakehouses. — -There  are  6  bakehouses  in  the  district.  11 
inspections  have  been  made. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Diseases  (ex¬ 
cluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  : 


Diphtheria 
Pneunionia 
Erysipelas  ... 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 


Total  Cases 
notified 

4 

9 

1 

1 


Admitted  to 
Hospital 

4 


Deaths 

Nil. 


Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Periods. 


(D 

-P 


’5 

o 

S 

.2" 

p 

05 

Q 

G 

CLh 

w 

P 

0) 

Pi  f-i 
!-<  (£) 
0)  >. 
P  0) 
P-I 


Under  1  year 

1  to  2 

2  to  3 

3  to  4 

4  to  5 

5  to  10 
10  to  15 
15  to  20 
20  to  35 
35  to  45 
45  to  65 

65  and  upwards 

Total  cases  notified 


?  y 
yy 
yy 
yy 
yy 
yy 
yy 
yy 
yy 
yy 


2 


1 

i 


2 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  exceptionally  low 
in  the  district.  The  4  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  sporadic  and 
produce  a  case  rate  of  0.46  as  compared  with  1,49  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales.  All  cases  were  isolated  in  hospital  and 
recovered. 

No  children  received  immunisation  under  the  Authorityhs 
scheme. 
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Fuberculosis. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’ry 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulm’ry 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

15 — 25 

1 

- - 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

1 

1 

— 

- - 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

1 

— 

- - 

1 

- - 

— 

- - 

45—55 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ — . 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

4 

5 

0 

1 

5 

1 

1 

0 

Of  the  7  deaths  recorded,  2  (or  28.6  per  cent.)  were  not 
notified.  In  case  of  non-notification  a  letter  is  sent  to  the 
medical  practitioner  concerned  and  particulars  of  the  case  are 
requested. 

Health  Education. — Pamphlets  on  the  following  subjects 
are  made  use  of  as  the  occasion  arises  : 

l)i])htheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Infectious  Diseases,  Cleanliness. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


The  Urban  District  of  Berkhamsted  comprises  an  area  of 


1,967  acres. 

Population  (Ilegistrar- General’s  estimate  of 

resident  population,  1937)  ...  ...  10,180 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  (end  of  1937) 

according  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  2,834 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £83,964 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  £316 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total  M. 

1  Legitimate  108  56 

Live 

Births  I  Illegitimate  3  2 

Stillbirths  ...  2  2 

Deaths  ...  ...  100  45 

Dp:aths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


F. 

52  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
1  population  ...  10.9 

0  Rate  per  1000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  17.7 
55  Death  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population.  Crude  9.8 
Adjusted  ...  8.7 


Deaths 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  36 

Tjegitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births  ...  37 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births  ...  Nil 


Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  : 

Legitimate  4  Illegitimate  Nil.  Total  4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  Nil 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. — Of  the  100  deaths  33  were 
attributable  to  Heart  Disease,  5  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  1 
to  Aneurysm  and  5  to  other  circulatory  disease.  7  were  due 
to  Bronchitis,  6  to  Pneumonia,  and  3  to  Respiratory  Tubercu¬ 
losis.  There  were  15  deaths  from  Cancer,  1  from  Scarlet 
Fever  and  1  from  Influenza. 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. — All  the 
four  deaths  were  attributable  to  Congenital  Debility,  Defor¬ 
mity,  etc. 

Provision  of  Health  Services. 

HOSPITALS. 

A  1.  Fever:  Aldbury  Isolation  Hospital.  See  Berk- 
hamsted  Rural  District  Report,  page  52. 

2.  Smallpox.  See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
Report,  page  8. 

B  3  &  4.  For  other  Hospital  facilities  see  Borough  of 
Hemel  Hempstead  Report,  page  8. 

5.  Public  Assistance  Institution.  Hempstead 
House,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Medical  Officer :  Dr. 
J.  C.  Gregory. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

A  For  infectious  Cases  a  motor  ambulance  is  stationed 
at  the  Aldbury  Hospital. 

(Tel  :  Aldbury  Common  20). 

B  For  Non-Infectious  Cases  and  accidents  a  motor  am¬ 
bulance,  towards  which  the  Urban  Council  sub¬ 
scribes,  is  kept  at  the  West  Herts  Hospital, 
Hemel  Hempstead.  (Tel.  Boxmoor  612). 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES: 

Maternity  &  Child  Welfare  Centre  :  —  This  Centre 
provided  by  the  County  Council,  is  held  at  Annandale  House, 
Manor  Street,  Berkhamsted,  every  Friday,  at  2-30  to  4-30  p.m. 
The  doctor  attends  fortnightly  (2nd  and  4th  Friday).  The 
Ante-Natal  Centre  is  held  every  2nd  and  4th  Thursday,  10-30 
to  12-30. 
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No.  of  tiinos  tho  C’entro  was  open  during  1937  ...  Id 

Xo.  of  ehildren  under  I  year  on  the  books  ...  37 

Xo.  of  ehildnui  l)etween  1  X  o  years  on  hooks  ...  IS^ 

Xo.  of  attendanees  of  cdiildren  ...  ...  ...  9783 

Average  weekly  atteiuianee  of  ehildren  ...  ...  30.4 

Xo.  of  expeetant  mothers  on  the  hooks  ...  ...  34 


Xo.  of  eonsultations  thev  have  made  with  Doetor  188 


'rrBKiu’ULosis  C'lixic. — Idle  dhibereulosis  Ofticer  attends  on 
the  1st  and  3rd  Friday  in  eaeh  month,  at  U  a.m.,  for  the  ex¬ 
amination  and  treatment  of  patients  suffering,  or  suspected  to 
he  suffering  from  dhibereulosis, 

'The  Clinic  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  Council  Oftices, 
High  Street. 


Scuoon  CLINK'S.— -'The  Kducation  Authority  under  the 
Fdiu'ation  Acts  is  the  County  Council.  There  is  no  School 
Clinit'  in  this  District,  children  with  defects  can  attend  the 
ap})ropriate  County  C^linic  in  adjacent  districts. 


Tkkat.mknt  of  \'enfkfal  Disease. 


-See  Borough  of  Hemel 


Hempstead  Report,  page  19. 

* 

M iinvivES----RROFESsiONAL  Xi'KsiNc}  IN  THE  llowE. — There 
are  4  Midwives  [iractising  in  the  Urban  District,  ddiree  are 
em])loycd  by  the  Xursing  Associations  and  undertake  Public 
Health  Work  and  Ceneral  Home  Xursing. 


Labor ATORV  Fachtties. — See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hemp¬ 
stead  Report,  page  11. 

The  following  are  examinations  for  which  the  Authority 
has  taken  responsibility  during  the  past  year  : 

Throat  or  Xose  Sivahs  (for  determining  the  presence 

of  Diphtheria  organisms!  ...  ...  ...  91 

Milh'  Sa))iplcs  (for  determining  the  presence  of 

Tubercle  Bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


Water  Ajialifsis:  Public  Sup})ly — Chemical  ...  1 

Bacteriological  1 
Chemical-  — For  metallic  impurities  13 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

\\  ATER  Seffly.-— A  piped  supplv  is  derived  from  the  Great 
Berkh  amsted  \\  ater  (\)mpanv.  The  supplv  is  sufficient  in 
(juantity  and  chemi('al  and  luuderiological  examinations  which 


40 


(  KBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BPIRKHAMSTED 


have  been  inacie  annually  are  repeatedly  satisfactory.  The 
latest  bacteriological  examination  showed  that  8  colonies  of 
organisms  developed  per  c.c.  on  agar  in  2  days  at  37°C.  and 
12  per  c.c.  developed  in  4  days  at  20-22°C.y  while  8  coliforrn 
bacilli  were  present  per  100  c.c.  Recently  communications 
have  been  entered  into  with  the  Company  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  more  frequent  analysis  and  the  ensuring  of  purity 
of  sup[)ly. 

There  are  a  few  houses  which  do  not  receive  their  water 
.supjily,  from  this  source. 

During  the  year  the  question  arose  whether  there  was 
i'.ietallic  impurity  in  the  supply.  Exhaustive  examination  was 
made  until  the  absence  of  any  serious  impurity  had  been 
thoroughly  determined . 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  ])ollution  of  streams  was  dis¬ 
covered  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  town  is  well  sewered; 
disposal  works  consist  ot  septic  tanks  and  percolating  filters, 
i’he  effluent  is  sampled  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board 
and  also  (juarterly  by  this  Authority. 

SiwvENGiNG. — The  present  system  of  refuse  collection  by 
horse  drawn  vehicles  has  been  augmented  by  a  lorry  for  use  ’-n 
those  parts  of  the  District  which  are  furthest  removed  from 
the  disposal  site.  4Te  Bradford  system  ot  disposal  continues 
to  prove  satisfactory. 

^^EPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1937. 
Inspections. 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  and 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Houses  inspected  for  vermin  ...  ...  ...  159 

Houses  inspected  after  infectious  disease  ...  24 

Houses  inspected  on  complaint  ...  ...  ...  13 

Visits  to  houses  concerning  repairs  in  progressk..  512 
Number  of  observations  and  visits  made  regard-; 

ing  smok(‘  nuisancu's  ...  ,..  ...  53 

Common  Dodging  Houses: 

umber  on  registfo’ — 2  •  Number  of  inspections — 5 

One  Common  Dodging  House  keeper  was  registered 
at  (diange  of  tenancy. 
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Extensive  improvements,  including  reconstruction, 
of  kitchen,  vcashing  and  sanitary  accommodation,  and 
drainage,  at  one  Common  Lodging  House  were  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year. 


Trade  Premises  : 

Number  Inspections 


Bakehouses 

7 

1 

Milkshops 

8 

23 

('owsheds  ...  ...  ... 

4 

12 

Slaughter-houses 

6 

702 

Markets  ... 

1 

95 

Meatshops 

5 

41 

Mevis  or  Remedial  Work. 

Houses  : 

IHemises  disinfected 

27 

Rooms  cleansed 

59 

Defective  or  dirty  ceilings  cleansed  or 

repaired  66 

Damp  and  defective  walls  remedied 

...  127 

Defective  Avoodwork  and  floors  repaired 

65 

Roofs  and  gutterings  repaired 

32 

Defective  chimneys  repaired 

.. 

12 

Food  Stores  improved 

.. 

22 

Ventilation  improved 

57 

Detective  coppers,  cooking  stoves  and  fire 

places 

repaired 

29 

Dustbins  provided  by  OAvners 

28 

Yards  paved  and  repaired 

23 

Out-houses  repaired 

10 

Windows  repaired  ... 

78 

Water  supply  proAnded  inside  houses 

32 

Drainage  : 

Water  closets  repaired 

29 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired 

11 

New  drains  laid 

140 

Drains  unstopped 

2 

Drains  and  fittings  repaired 

14 

Drains  tested  (including  new  buildings) 

148 

kiiiKs  and  Avashing  facilities  proAnded 

33 

42 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


Various  : 

Bundles  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  steam  dis¬ 
infected  ...  ...  ...  ..■  "ill 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  •••  25 

Common  lodging  houses  limewashed  ...  ...  2 

Overcrowding  : 

No.  of  houses  measured  or  inspected  ...  ...  32 

Permitted  numbers  issued  in  respect  of  houses  ...  120 

CuERicAL  Work*: 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  hi 

Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Notices  to  Schools  re.  Infectious  Disease  ...  29 

1^etrolp:um  (  Consoeidation)  Act,  1928: 

Licenses  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Quantity  of  l^etroleum  stored  ...  ...  25,600  galls. 

JNO.  R.  HADFIELD,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


factories.  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Inspections  Written  Occupiers 
Notices  prosecuted 

Factories — (including  Factory 
laundries 

Workshops  (including  Work¬ 
shop  laundries 

Workplaces — (other  than  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

4  _  _ 

TOTAL  ... 

4  — 

Defects  Found: 

.  Nil. 

Out- Work  in  Unwholesome  Premises  :  Defects  found  Nil 

Shops. 

No  action  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  in  regard  to  ventila¬ 
tion  and  temperature  or  sanitary  conveniences  has  been  found 
necessary  during  the  year. 
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Smoke  Abatements 

Complaints  were  received  concerning  alleged  nuisances 
from  smoke  at  three  factories  in  the  District.  In  each  case 
observations  and  reports  to  the  Council  were  made  and  abate¬ 
ment  secured  by  informal  action. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  Authority’s  public  open-air  swimming  bath  is  fed 
by  a  continuous  flow  of  spring  water  of  a  high  standard  of 
purity  and  chlorination  of  the  bath  is  carried  out.  During  the 
season  May  15th  to  September  13th,  1937,  in  addition  to  79 
season  ticket  holders,  school  children  made  2,085  attendances 
and  other  persons  9,974  attendances. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

During  the  year  under  review,  7  Council  houses  found  to 
be  infested  with  bed-bugs  were  fumigated  with  ‘^^Cimex”  by 
the  Council’s  staff.  No  ^Teturn  cases”  were  experienced. 

A  furnished  house  is  provided  by  the  Council  for  the  tem¬ 
porary  accommodation  of  their  tenants  displaced  whilst  fumi¬ 
gation  is  in  progress  to  enable  sufficient  exposure  to  the  gas  to 
be  given  to  the  whole  of  the  house  a^nd  belongings  of  the  ten¬ 
ants,  and  to  ensure  that  the  house  is  completely  free  of  gas 
when  the  tenants  return. 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  belongings  of 
tenants  mo'^ung  into  Council  houses. 

In  the  case  of  18  private  houses  found  to  be  infested, 
disinfestation  has  been  carried  out  by  various  methods  by  the 
owners  after  service  of  informal  notices. 

Housing. 

Number  of  Houses  erected  during  1937  :  — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  68 

1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Ye^jR  : — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

(5)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  512 
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(2)  {(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under 

sub-head  [1]  above  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  114 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  374 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
foiind  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  53 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  53 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  . 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  19 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(h) — Ih’oceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  8 

{b)  Bv  Local  Authoritv  in  default 

•  a/ 

of  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c) — Proceedings  under  section  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ]yo 
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{d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 


Nil 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  iv. — Overcrowding  : — 


(i) 

Number 

of  dwellings 

,  overcrowded  at 

26 

the  end 

of  the  year 

... 

. 

(li) 

Number 

of  families 

dwelling 

therein 

26 

iii) 

Number 

of  persons 

dwelling 

therein 

192 

[h)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re¬ 
ported  during  the  year  ...  ...  3 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re¬ 

lieved  during  the  year  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 

crowding  conditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider 
it  desirable  to  report  :  — 

Phe  three  new  ease  of  overcrowding  occurring  during  the 
year  were  due  to  children  in  the  families  reaching  the  age  of 
ten  years. 

Abatement  was  effected  in  two  cases  by  the  removal  of 
families  to  larger  houses  and  in  one  case  by  the  removal  of 
lodgers. 

Phe  Council  has  accepted  tenders  for  the  erection  of 
twenty-eight  houses,  which  on  completion  will  assist  in  the 
abatement  of  the  existing  overcrowding. 


Bnspeotion  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — Phe  production  and 
retailing  of  milk  in  the  District  has  been  kept  under  close 
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siiperAusion.  Altogether  105  samples  were  taken  for  cleanli¬ 
ness  examination.  5  of  these  were  unsatisfactory  and  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  details  of  retailing  became  necessary.  Where 
thought  advisable  steps  were  taken  to  consider  details  of  pro¬ 
duction  also. 


Samples  of  milk  examined  for  dirt  ...  ...  ...  105 

Samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological  exami¬ 
nation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Samples  of  Graded  Milks  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


One  retail  purveyor  of  milk  was  registered  during  the  year. 

^Vleat  and  Foods  inspection. 


Carcases  examined 
Hovines 
Pigs 

Sheep  and  Lambs 
Calves 


415 

1406 

946 

75 


The  following  diseased  or  unsound  meat^  found  on  routine 
inspection,  was  surrendered  and  destroyed  :  — 


Bovine  carcases  and  offal 
Bovine  Invers 
Sets  Bovine  lungs 
Bovine  heads  and  tongues 
Bovine  mesenteries 
Pigs  carcase  and  offals  ... 
Pigs  heads  and  tongues  ... 
Sets  pigs  lungs 
Pigs  livers 
Pigs  mesenteries 
Legs  of  pork 
Sheeps  livers 


3 

79 

34 

27 

17 

1 

42 


15 

13 

28 

5 

10 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

(exc’dg  Cows 
Cows) 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

L’mbs 

Pigs 

Number  inspected 

409 

6 

75 

946 

1406 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

67 

— 

— ■ 

12 

11 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  ... 

16.4 

— 

— 

1.3 

0.8 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

1 

— ■ 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

45 

2 

— 

— 

52^ 

11.5 

50 

— 

— 

3.8 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Disease  (ex¬ 
cluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 


Disease 

C.-’ 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

50 

50 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

o 

— 

Analysis 

of  Notified  Cases 

under  Age 

Groups. 

Age  Periods 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

0—  1 

1—  2 

2—  3 

Q  A 

— 

— 

tJ -  ‘i  •  •  • 

4—  5 

1 

z 

5—10 

— 

— 

10—15 

16 

— 

— 

15—20 

4 

1 

1 

20-^5 

1 

— 

— 

35—45 

— 

— 

— 

45—65 

— 

- - 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— ■ 

1 

TOTAL  ... 

50 

1 

2 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Of  the  50  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  7  occurred  among  boys 
attending  the  Boys  Grammar  School — 6  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year.  9  other  cases  occurred  sporadically  among  elemen¬ 
tary  school  children. 

V' 

30  cases  were  among  children  at  the  Foundling  Hospital, 
the  outbreak  occuring  during  the  Summer  months.  With  a 
view  to  controlling  the  disease  routine  inspection  and  examina¬ 
tion  of  selected  cases  for  S.  Haemolyticus  was  instituted  by 
the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Hospital.  All  such  carriers  were 
isolated  and  further  preventive  methods  likely  to  check  the 
spread  of  infection  were  enforced.  I  was  able  to  isolate  a 
possible  original  source  of  infection — a  child  who  had  an 
attack  of  Scarlet  Fever  some  months  before  and  who  was  har¬ 
bouring  S.  Haemolyticus.  Fhe  cases  were  limited  throughout 
to  certain  classes  of  boys.  The  fact  that  the  girls  side  of  the 
Hospital  and  the  Town  itself  remained  free  from  the  infection 
bears  witness  to  the  efficacy  of  the  methods  adopted  by  the 
Foundling  Hospital  Staff. 

The  50  cases  produce  a  case  rate  of  4.91  per  1000  popu¬ 
lation  as  compared  with  2.33  for  England  and  Wales. 

Diphtheria. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year, 
this  producing  a  case  rate  of  .10  as  compared  with  1.49  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Mumps  and  Whooping  Gough  were  both  prevalent  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non-Pulm’ry 
M.  F. 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non-Pulm’ry 
M.  F. 

0—  1 

1  PC 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 —  o 

5—15 

1 

1 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

-  - 

15—25 

- - 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

25—35 

2 

- . 

— ■ 

— - 

— - 

— ■ 

—  — 

35_45 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

—  — 

45—55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

—  — 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— -  — 

TOTALS  ... 

T- 

•  ) 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— -  — 

Of  the  3  deaths  recorded  all  the  cases  were  notified 
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Health  Edycation. 

Pamphlets  on  the  following  subjects  are  made  use  of  as 
the  occasion  arises 

Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,,  Infectious  Diseases,  Cleanli¬ 
ness. 

In  connection  with  the  National  Health  Campaign,  pos¬ 
ters  supplied  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  were 
publicly  displayed. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKH AIVISTED 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the 
Parishes  of  Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural, 
Nettleden  (with  Rotten  End),  and  Puttenham,  which  com¬ 
prises  an  area  of  17,372  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  General's  estimate  of 
resident  population,  1937) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937), 
according  to  Rate  Books 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ... 


4,272 

1,350 

£29,106 

£111:0:11 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Total  M.  F. 


Live 


1 


Legitimate 


Births  j  Illegitimate 

Stillbirths 

Deaths 


'57 

2 

1 

53 


30 

1 

1 

28 


27 

1 

0 

25 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
|)op  Illation  ...  13.8 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live 
end  still)  births  16.7 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population.  Crude  12.4 


Adjusted  ...  10.; 

THS  FROM  PUERPERAE  CAUSES. 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still)  birth 

ihierperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil 

Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil 

Nil 

Total  .  Nil 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  33.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births  ...  35.1 

Tllegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births  Nil 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1  vear  : 

Legitimate  ...  2  Illegitimate  ...  Nil  Total  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death  : — Of  the  53  deaths  16  were 
attributable  to  Heart  Disease,  7  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and 
3  to  other  circulatory  diseases ;  2  were  due  to  Bronchitis  and  1 
to  respiratory  tuberculosis.  8  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer,  1  to 
Suicide,  1  to  Scarlet  Fever,  1  to  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis 
and  1  to  Influenza. 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Year: — Of  the  2 
infant  deaths  one  was  due  to  Prematurity  and  one  to  Menin¬ 
gitis. 


Provision  of  Health  Services. 


HOSPITALS. 


A.  1.  Fever — ^Aldbury  Isolation  Hospital. — Medical 
Officer,  Dr.  C.  E.  O’Keeffe. 

'this  is  provided  by  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of 
Berkhamsted  through  a  Hospital  Joint  Committee,  and  is 
situated  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  from  Aldbury. 

Accommodation  consists  of  8  wards  with  a  total  of  24 
beds.  There  is  an  Administrative  Block  with  accommodation 
for  the  Staff  consisting  of  a  Matron,  3  Nurses  and  2  Maids. 
There  is  a  Laundry  Block  and  a  Formalin  Disinfector. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  admitted  to  the 
hospital  during  the  year  : 


Berkhamsted 

Urban 


Berkhamsted 

Rural 


1  )iphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 


1  Nil 

50  17 


2.  Smai.lpox. — See  Report  for  Borough  of  Hemel  Hemp¬ 
stead  page  8. 

3  Sc  4. — For  other  Hospital  Accommodation  see  Report  for 
Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead,  page  8,  and  Tring  page  63. 

5.  Public  Assistance  Institution. — See  Borough  of 
Hemel  Henij)stead  Report,  page  9. 


AM  BU  LANC  It  FACILITIES. 

A  motor  ambulance  is  stationed  at  the  Aldbury  Isolation 
Hospital  Cl’el.  Aldbury  Common  20)  for  infectious  cases.  For 
non-infectioiis  cases,  see  Tring  and  Borough  of  Hemel  Hemp¬ 
stead. 
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CLINIC  AND  TKEATMENT  CENTRES. 


School  Clinics. — The  Education  Authority  under  the 
Education  Act  is  the  County  Council.  There  is  no  School 
Clinic  in  the  Rural  District.  Children  with  defects  can  attend 
the  appropriate  Clinic  in  adjacent  areas. 

Tuberculosis  Centre. — There  is  no  Tuberculosis  Centre 
in  the  District.  The  nearest  Centre  is  that  of  Great  Berkhani- 
sted  See  Lerkhamsted  U.D.  Report,  pay’e  40. 


Maternity  and  Chh.d  W  elfare  Centres  : 

Aldbuky. — This  Centre  is  held  on  alternate  Tuesdays,  2  to 
4  p.ni.  The  doctor  attends  monthly. 

No  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1937  23 

No.  of  children  under  1  }Tar  on  the  books  ...  10 

No.  of  children  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  29 
No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  312 

Average  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  14 

WiGGiNTON. — This  Centre  is  held  on  the  first  Frida}^  of 
every  month  from  2  to  4  p.m.  The  Doctor  attends  on,  each 
occasion. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1937  11 

No.  of  children  under  1  }'ear  on  the  Ijooks  ...  6 

No.  of  children  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  18 
No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  197 

Average  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  18 

Rotten  End. — This  Centre  is  held  on  the  second  \Aednes- 
day  in  each  month  from  2-45  to  4  p.m. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1937  11 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  18 

No.  of  children  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  33 
No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  286 

Average  monthly  attendaiU'C  of  children  ...  26 

Little  G.vddesden. — This  Centre  is  held  on  the  first  Wed¬ 
nesday  in  each  month  from  2-45  to  4  p.m. 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  vras  open  during  1937  11 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  12 

No.  of  children  between  1  &  5  years  on  the  books  10 
No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  135 

Average  monthly  attendance  of  children  ...  14 

The  above  are  all  voluntary  centres. 
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'.rREA'i'MENT  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASE. — See  Boroligh  of  Hemel 
Hempstead  Be])ort^  page  10. 

Midwives  :  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There 
are  4  Midwives  practising  in  the  Rural  District.  They  are 
employed  by  the  Nursing  Associations  and  undertake  Public 
Health  Work  and  General  Home  Nursing.  They  are  distri- 
l.uited  as  follows  : 

Aldbnry  1 ;  Long  Marston  and  Wilstone  1  :  Potten  End 
and  Little  Gaddesden  1;  Wigginton  1. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hemp¬ 
stead  Report,  page  11. 

The  following  are  examinations  for  which  the  Authority 
have  taken  responsibility  during  the  year  ; 

Nose  or  Throat  Swabs. —  (Mainly  for  determining 

the  presence  of  diphtheria  organisms  ...  b 

Bi.ood  Examinations.^ — (for  assisting  in  the  diag¬ 
nosis  of  paratyphoid  fever)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mater  Anaid/sis. — Public  Supply — Bacteriological  1 

Chemical  1 

Sap^ilar^  Oircymstarsces  of  the  Area* 

Water. — The  Great  Berkhamsted  M'ater  Company  sup* 
])lies  a  large  portion  of  Northchurch  and  also  Potten  End. 

The  (Tiltern  Hills  Spring  AVater  Company  supplies 
Wigginton,  Aldbnry,  Astrope,  Long  Marston  and  M'Tlstone. 

For  reports  on  these  supplies^  see  Berkhamsted  Urban 
District  Report  and  Tring  Urban  District  Report  respectively. 

Ivittle  Gaddesden  and  St.  Margarets  are  supplied  by  Ash- 
ridge  Water  Company. 

dTis  supply  is  sufficient  in  quantity  and  of  satisfactory  pur¬ 
ity.  Ihe  latest  bacteriological  examination,  taken  early  in 
1938,  showed  quantitatively  6  colonies  of  organisms  per\\c. 
on  agar  incubated  at  37°C.  for  2  days  and  200  per  c.c.  on  agar 
imni bated  at  20-22°C.  for  4  days. 

A  number  of  houses  at  Mnlstone  continue  to  draw  their 
water  supply  from  the  unsatisfactory  village  well. 

The  Parish  of  Nettleden  depends  on  wmll  water. 

Rivers  and  Streams. ^ — There  has  been  no  work  necessary 
in  regard  to  pollution. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. — There  have  been  no  alterations 
or  extension  during  the  year. 

Disposal  of  House  Refuse.— 

Northchurch  and  Berkhainsted  Rural. — A  fortnightly 
collection  of  house  refuse  is  made.  House  refuse  is  carted  to 
the  disposal  works  at  Berkhainsted. 

Aldbury. — A  two-monthly  collection  is  made  of  tins, 
liottles,  etc.  They  are  buried  in  a  dell  rented  and  controlled 
by  the  Council. 

AVilstone. — A  dump  is  provided  for  house  refuse.  The 
contents  are  collected  and  buried  periodically. 

Collection  of  tins,  bottles,  etc.  is  made  monthly  at  Wig- 
ginton  and  Little  Gaddesden,  two-monthly  at  St.  Margarets, 
Nettleden,  Frithesden,  and  three-monthly  at  Long  Marston 
and  Puttenham. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1S3I« 


iraspections. 

Housing  : 

H  ouses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Houses  inspected  after  infectious  disease  ... 


blouses  inspected 

on  complaint 

•  •  •  • 

Visits  to  work  in 

progress 

..1 

A^isits  after  serving  notice 

L 

/ 

Trade  Premises  : 

Number 

Inspections 

Bakehouses 

4 

12 

Laundries 

2 

9 

Cowsheds 

46 

94 

Slaughter  houses 

2 

38 

Canal  Boats : 

Boats  inspected 

25  Contraventions 

. . .  Nil 

New  or  Remedial  Work, 

FI  OUSES  : 

Premises  disinfected 
Rooms  cleansed 

Defective  ceiling  plaster  repaired 


45 

94 

20 

21 

368 


2e5 


•  )Z 

f>‘> 
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Walls,  daini)  and  defective,  remedied 

26 

nefeetive  woodwork  repaired 

t  , . . 

24 

Hoofs,  guttering  and  spouting  repaired 

32 

Defective  chimneys  repaired 

15 

Windows  repaired 

26 

Ventilation  improved 

.  .  . 

21 

Defective  coppers,  cooking  stoves  and  fire- 

-grates 

repaired  or  renewed 

20 

Various  defects  remedied 

.  .  « 

15 

Yards  ])aved  or  repaired 

18 

Draixaoe  : 

Water-closets  re])aired 

•  .  . 

22 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  ... 

24 

New  drains  laid  and  tested  with  water  (including 

neve  })uildings) 

106 

Drains  re])aired 

«  .  . 

14 

Drains  unstopped 

.  .  • 

16 

Cesspools  emptied 

21 

Mii.k  : 

Samples  of  Milk  examined  for  dirt 

18 

Clerical  AVork  : 

Letters  written 

66 

Informal  Notices 

64 

JESSE  OAKES,  Sanitary 

Inspector. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Number  of 

Inspect  ion  ,s  Written 

Occupiers 

Notices 

prosecuted 

Factories — (including;  Factory 

laundries)  ...  ...  ...  6 

_ 

Workshops  (including  AVork- 

shop  laundries)  ...  ...  22  — 

_  _ 

Workplaces  (other  than  out- 

worker’s  premises)  ...  8  1 

— 

TOTAL  ...  36  1 

— 
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Defect  s  Found  . 

IN  umber  of  Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

Prosecutions 

Particulars 

to  H.M 

instituted 

Inspector 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

insufficient 

I 

]_ 

_ 

_ _ 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

unsuitable  or  defecti\w  ... 

I 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

2 

- — - 

— 

Outwork  tx  Unwholesome  Premises — Defects  found — Nil. 


Shops. 

No  action  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventila¬ 
tion  and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences 
has  been  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Jt  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  this 
matter  durina'  the  vear. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  one  privately  owned  open-air  SAvimming  pool. 
The  Avater  undergoes  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination, 
the  Avater  being  completely  changed  every  fiAm  hours. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  cases  of  infestation  have  been  determined. 

Housing. 

Number  of  Houses  erected  during  1937  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  6 

(2)  l>y  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  31 

1 .  Inspection  of  Daveijjng  Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  'dotal  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  168 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings:  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  [1]  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  45 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  84 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  28 

2.  Reaiedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 

Service  of  Foraial  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
tit  in  eonse(iuence  of  informal  action  by 
the  liocal  Authoritv  or  their  officers  ...  22 

t./ 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year — Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  7 

(iii)  Number  of  jiersons  dwelling  therein  ...  45 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  d uring  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  62 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dAvelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

('Towding  ('onditions  upon  which  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desir- 
a,ble  to  report  : — - 
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Til  my  Report  for  1936  I  stated  that  the  Survey  of  over- 
eroAvdiiig  had  revealed  26  overcrowded  families  and  that  of 
these  10  had  been  relieved.  Since  this  time  the  condition  of  a 
further  9  has  been  ameliorated  as  shown  below  : — 


Parish 

'  Number  of  Families 
Overcrowded  at  time 
of  1936  Keport 

Since  Relieved 

1 

Aldbury 

3 

2 

Wigginton 

5 

5 

Tring  Eural 

Nettleden 

3 

0 

with  Potten  End  ... 

5  1 

2 

Of  the  families  relieved^  6  were  removed  to  suitable  Coun¬ 
cil  houses^  1  was  removed  by  the  landlord  to  a  larger  house  and 
2  have  become  ‘uncrowded'  by  reduction  of  the  number  living 
in  the  house. 

Rhc  relief  of  overcrowding  at  Wigginton  was  effected 
through  erection  by  the  Authority  of  2  three-bedroomed  and  4 
four-bedroomed  non-parlour  type  houses. 

dlie  Authority  is  still  endeavouring  to  ac(|uire  land  at 
Aldbury  with  the  object  of  building  there. 

inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

t 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. ^ — There  are  46  of  these  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict.  94  inspections  have  been  made  in  the  year.  There  are 
2  producers  of  tuberculin  tested  milk. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  2  slaughter  houses  in  the 
District.  38  inspections  have  been  made. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

(excluding) 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

(if  known)  ... 

83 

Nil. 

8 

233 

245 

Number 

inspected 

36 

Nil. 

2 

84 

86 

Meat 

Condemned 

Nil 
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I>AKEHOUHES. — 12  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  four 
bakehouses. 

Prei/aieoce  of  and  Control  over  infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Disease  (ex¬ 
cluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 


Disease. 

Tot*l  Cases 

N  jlified. 

Admitted  to 
Ho»pi;al 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

18 

1 

Ihieumonia 

2 

Nil 

Faratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups. 


,  ,  ^  i 

Scarlet  Feverj 

Pneumonia 

1  Paratyphoid 

1  ‘B’  Fever  ; 

thider  1  year 

•  •  • 

»  •  * 

•  •  • 

1  to  2 

1 

,  ,  , 

2  to  3 

2 

•  •  > 

3  to  4 

4 

•  •  • 

4  to  3 

1 

5  to  10 

6 

♦ 

10  to  15 

P 

•  •  • 

15  to  20 

2 

i 

20  to  35 

... 

1 

35  to  45 

... 

45  to  65 

65  and  upwards 

1 

Total  Cases  Notified 

18 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  :  — 

16  of  the  18  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  Wilstone 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  most  of  the  cases  centreing 
round  a  particular  group  of  houses,  only  6  of  the  cases  being 
children  attending  the  elementary  school.  All  cases  were  iso¬ 
lated  in  hospital.  There  was  one  death  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

'(’he  18  cases  produce  a  case  rate  of  -1.2  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion  as  compared  with  2.33  for  England  and  Wales. 

l^ARATYPHOID  “B'  FeVER  : - 

This  was  a])])arently  an  imported  case  and  investigations 
into  its  origin  were  much  hampered  by  the  neglect  of  the  medi¬ 
cal  atteudant  outside  this  District  to  notify  the  case  and  the 
difficulty  in  persuading  immediate  relatives  of  its  infectivity. 
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Tufoercylosis. 


0—  1 

1—  5 
5— lo 
15—25 

25— ,35  ...  I 

35—45  ...  ' 

45—55 

55—65  ...  j 

65  and  upwards: 
“TOTALS”::^ 


NEW  CASES 
Pulmonarv  Non-Pulm’ry 
M.  F.^  M.  F. 


1 

1 

2  1 

1  — 


4 


2  0  0 


DEATHS 

Pulmonarv  Non-Pulm’ry 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


1  — 


1 


0 


Of  the  2  deaths  recorded  both  cases  were  notified. 

Health  Education. — Pamphlets  on  the  following  subjects 
are  made  use  of  as  the  occasion  arises  : 

Diphtheria^  Scarlet  Fever,  Infectious  Diseases,  Cleanli¬ 
ness. 
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Statastics  and  Social  Oonditions* 

The  Urban  District  of  Triiig  has  an  area  of  4,407 
acres. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
resident  poiilation,  1937)  ... 

Xuniljer  of  inhahitated  houses  (end  of  1937) 
acording  to  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value 

8um  represented  by  a  Penn}’'  Rate 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Total  M.  F. 


4,448 

1,393 

T27,533 

£108 


Live 


1 


Legitimate 


1 


Births  Illegitimate 


Stillbirths 

Deaths 


66 

4 

2 

59 


38 

1 


26 


28 

3 

0 


30 

o 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  ...  15.7 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  27.8 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population.  Crude  13.3 
Adjusted  ...  10.0 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths 

Nil 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  1  Year. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

.  14.3 

J^egitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths  under  1  year: 

Legitimate  1.  Illegitimate  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  -ages) 

-Deaths  from  V  hooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

D('aths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


15.2 

Nil 


Total 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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rRiNCiPAi.  Causes  of  Death. — Of  the  59  deaths  16  were 
attributable  to  Heart  Disease,  12  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage, 
etc.,  and  2  to  other  forms  of  circulatory  disease.  There  were 
2  deaths  from  Dneumoiiia,  2  from  Bronchitis  and  2  from  res¬ 
piratory  Tuberculosis.  8  Deaths  were  from  Cancer  and  5  from 
Inhuenza. 

Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Yf:ar  ; — The  one 
infant  death  was  due  to  Status  Lymphaticus  following  opera¬ 
tion  for  Inguinal  Hernia. 

Prc¥6sion  of  Health  Services. 

HOSPITALS. 

A. l.  Fever — Tring  Isolation  Hospital — This  hospital 
is  situated  about  1  mile  outside  Tring  town  and  is  maintained 
by  the  Ih’ing  Urban  Council.  It  was  presented  by  Lord  Koths- 
child  in  1899. 

d'he  following  cases  were  admitted  to  the  hospital  during 
1937  :  — 

Disease  Trmg  Urban  Berkhamsted  Rural  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  5  1  Nil 

2.  Smallpox. — See  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead  Re¬ 
port,  ])age  8. 

B. l.  Tuberculosis. — Local  cases  are  treated  in  Institu¬ 
tions  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

2.  Maternity. —  (a)  See  West  Herts  Hospital,  page  9 

(b)  Tring  (Attage  Hospital*  (see  below) 

3.  CHiimREN. — The  general  accommodation  of  the  West 
Herts  HospitaU  and  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital.* 

4. '-  -Ceneral.- — 

(T)  The  A¥est  Herts  Hospital.*  For  further  particulars 
see  ])age  9. 

(2)  The  Royal  Bucks  Hospital.*  This  is  a  Voluntary 
Hos])ital  with  a  contributory  scheme  towards  which  £346/8/8 
was  collected  from  Tring  for  1937. 

3)6  in-]jatients  and  69  out-patients  came  tnom  Tring. 
Hospital  treatment  is  obtained  bi^  letter  or  by  certificate  from 
the  local  Contributory  Scheme  Secretary. 

Out-patients’  days  and  times:  — 

Monday,  10.30 — Medical;  11.30 — Surgical. 

Tuesday,  9.3)0 — Surgical  (Mr.  doll);  2.30 — Psychiatric  (1st 

and  3rd)  ;  12  noon — Surgical. 

63 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


Wednesday,  10-0 — Dental;  11-0 — Massage  and  Electro-Thera¬ 
py  ;  1 1-30 — Medical ;  12  noon — Surgical ;  2-0 — Ortho¬ 
paedic  (2nd  and  4th). 

Thursday,  0-30 — Eyes;  2-0 — Ante  and  Post-Natal  (alternate 
weeks). 

Friday,  11-30 — Medical;  12  noon — Surgical;  2-30 — Ear  Nose 
and  Throat  (alternate  weeks). 

X-Ray  Department. — Cases  for  X-Ray  must  first  be  re¬ 
ferred  from  the  Casualty  Department  or  by  a  Physician  or  Sur¬ 
geon  of  the  Out-Patient  Department. 

Casualty  Department. — Casualties  are  seen  daily  at  9 

a .  m . 

Patients  should  take  with  them  a  note  from  their  Medical 
Practitioner. 

^Voluntary  Hospital. 


Tring  Cottage  Hospital. — This  Hospital 
maintained  by  the  Tring  Nursing  Association 
emergency  cases — Medical  Surgieal  or  Maternity 
tried  Nurse  is  resident  and  other  Nurses  are 


(1  bed)  is 
and  admits 
The  Ois- 
obtained  as 


re((uired. 


Public  Assistance  Institution. — Hempstead  House^ 
iTeinel  Hempstead.  Medical  Officer  :  Dr.  J.  C.  Gregory. 

I  O  4/ 


Ambulance  Facilities  . 


(A)  For  Infectious  Cases  a  horse  ambulance  is  ke]U 
at  the  Tring  Isolation  Hos})ital. 


(B)  For  Non-infectious  and  Accident  cases,  a  motor 
ambulance  is  available  from  the  Royal  Pucks  Hospital  (Ayles¬ 
bury  541)  or  from  the  M  est  Herts  Hospital  (Poxmoor  612). 


CLINICS  &  4T.FA4AIEN4^  CEN4MES. 


Maternity  and  Child  W  elfare  Clinics  : 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. — This  Centre,  provided  by  the 
Herts  County  Council,  is  held  at  Akeman  Street  on  Friday,  at 
2  p.ni.  44u'  doctor  attends  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Friday  in  the 
month . 

No.  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  1937  ...  45 

No.  of  children  under  1  year  on  the  books  ...  36 

No.  of  children  between  1  and  5  years  on  the  books  134 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  ...  2289 

Average  w^eekly  attendance  of  children  ...  ...  9)7 
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Ante-Natal  Clinic. — This  Clinic  is  als  held  at  Akemari 
Street  and  provided  by  the  Herts  County  Council.  It  is  open 
on  the  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  in  the  month,  when  a  doctor 
attends. 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  hooks  ...  ...  63 

No.  of  consultations  they  have  made  with  Doctor  226 

School  Clinic. — The  Education  Authority,  under  the 
Education  Acts,  is  the  County  Council.  There  is  no  School 
Clinic  in  Tringu  Children  with  defects  can  attend  the  appropri¬ 
ate  CAunty  Clinics  in  adjacent  areas. 

Tuberculosis  Centre. — There  is  no  Tuberculosis  Centre 
in  Tring.  Cases  attend  the  Berkhamsted  Centre. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease. — See  Borough  of  Hemei 
Hempstead  B,e})ort,  ])age  10. 

Midwives — I^rofessional  Nursing  in  the  Home. —  (1) 
There  are  two  Midwives  in  Tring.  One  is  employed  by  the 
County  Council  and  also  undertakes  Public  Health  work  and 
general  nursing  in  the  home — (Nurse  Shore,  81,  Western 
Road). 

(2)  A  Nurse  is  provided  by  the  Tring  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion  (voluntary) — Nurse  Jenkins,  Nightingale  Cottage,  Tring). 

(3)  A  Nurse  is  provided  by  Tring  Park  Estate  for  Tring 
Park  tenants:  (Nurse’s  Cottage,  High  Street,  Tring). 

There  is  no  arrangement  for  nursing  of  Infectious  Disease 
in  the  home. 

Laboratory  Eacilities. — See  Borough  of  Hemei  Hemp¬ 
stead  Report,  page  11. 

The  following  are  examinations  for  wliich  the  Authority 
have  taken  responsibility  during  the  year  :  — 

Throat  or  Nose  Swabs. — (Mainly  for  determining  the 
presence  of  Di|)htheria  Organisms  ...  ...  10 

Water  Analysis. — -Public  Supply — Bacteriological  ...  1 

Chemical  .  1 

Sanitary  Circpjmstarjces  of  the  Area. 

Water. — A  constant  and  adequate  supply  from  the  Chil- 
tern  Hills  Spring  Water  Company  is  available  tor  the  whole 
district  except  Bui  bourne  Hamlet.  The  water  has  a  ternpor- 
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ary  hardness  of  18  and  a  permanent  hardness  of  11  per  100^000 
parts.  Examination,  chemical  and  bacteriological,  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  local  authority  annually.  The  last  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  showed  that  the  number  of  organisms 
grown  on  agar  at  37°C.  in  48  hours  was  25  per  c.c.,  and  at 
room  temperature  22°C.  in  72  hours  was  502  per  c.c  The  pre¬ 
sumptive  tests  for  coliforms  were  all  negative.  This  report 
indicated  that  the  water  was  suitable  for  all  purposes,  includ¬ 
ing  drinking. 

K I  VERS  AND  Streams. — There  has  been  no  pollution  dis¬ 
covered  during  the  year. 

Scavenging,  Drainage  and  Sewerage. — There  have  been 
no  material  alterations  in  these  services  during  the  year. 


REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1937 


lEispections. 

Dousing  : 


Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act,  1936,  Over- 

cro^vding  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Houses  inspe(;ted  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  114 

Houses  inspected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  13 

Houses  inspected  on  complaint  ...  ...  ...  3 

Visits  after  serving  informal  notice  ...  ...  15 

Trade  I^remises  : 


Number. 

Inspections. 

Hakehouses 

9 

21 

(Vwsheds 

16 

59 

l\Iilk  Shops 

1 

4 

Slaughter  Houses 

6 

39 

Shops  inspected  under  Sho})s’ 

Act 

104 

Canal  Doats : 


Moats  inspected  ...  20  Contraventions  ...  2 

Tlie  Lavatory  and  Cloak  Room  accommodation  at  the 
Cinema  and  Public  Halls  have  also  })een  inspected. 

New  or  Remedial  Work. 


Houses  : 

Premises  disinfected 
Rooms  cleansed 
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Defective  plaster  repaired 

Damp  and  detective  walls  remedied 

Hoots,  gutterings  and  spouting  repaired 

Various  defects  remedied 

Yards  paved  or  repaired 

Sanitary  Dust-bins,  supplied  by  Owners 

Co]j])ers  repaired 

Grates  repaired 

Ceilings  repaired 

Floors 

Stairs  repaired 
Animal  Xuisances  ... 

Sinks  provided 
Doors  re])aired 
Wsh-houses  provided 
\\ biter  provided  within  houses 


Drainage  : 

Water  closets  substituted  for  earth  closets  4 

New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Drains  unstopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Drains  tested  liy  water  (including  new 

buildings)  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Drainage  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drain-])ipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privy  nuisance  relieved  ...  ...  ...  1 


Milk  : 


Samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  examined  for  dirt  by  the 
A'eterinar}"  Inspector.  Two  samples  were  taken  from  each 
registered  C  o  w  k  e  e  p  e  r . 

Cl.ERICAL  AVoRK  : 

Informal  Notices  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 


Petroieym  i  Consolidation)  Act,  1928» 

Petroleum  Picenses  Issued  ...  ...  ...  19 

Quantity  stored  ...  ...  ...  ...  18,300  gallons. 

H.  N.  HEDGES,  SxVnitary  Inspector. 
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Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


In 

Number  of 
spections  Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  (including  Factory 

laundries) 

16 

-  - 

— 

Workshops —  (including  Work- 

shop  laundries) 

26 

— 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 

workers’  premises) 

— - 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

42 

— 

— 

Defects  Found 

1 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises.- 

-Defects  found  Nil 

Shops. 

No  action  under  the  Shops’  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventila¬ 
tion  and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences 
has  been  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  this 
matter  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  PooEs. 

There  are  no  sAvimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public 
in  this  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  action  has  been  taken,  no  evidence  of  infestation  has 
been  forthcoming. 

Housing. 

Numl)er  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  l>y  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

{}})  Ity  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  16 

L  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year: 

(1)  (u)  Total  number  of  dvmlling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  under  the  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  273 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  397 


68 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


(2)  [a]  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and 

recorded  (included  under  sub-head  [1] 
above)  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  .  ...  8 

ih)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  17 

(3)  Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Houses  (exclusive  to  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  not  found  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

2.  Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit 

in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  7 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  iv — Overcrowding 

{a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  3 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  21 

(5)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  Nil 

id)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

(c)  x\ny  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 
crowding  conditions  upon  which  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desir¬ 
able  to  report : — 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  inspection  was  made  of  all 
houses  where  it  was  considered  overcrowding  might  have 
occurred  since  the  1935  survey.  These  numbered  151  including 
those  likely  to  have  become  overcrowded  from  an  increase  of 
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age  in  children  and  those  ndiere  removals  had  occurred.  Only 
2  cases  of  overcrowding  were  founds  in  each  case  by  ‘^‘^half  a 
person.’^ 

Bnspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  16  of  these 
in  the  District.  59  inspections  have  been  made.  The  Council’s 
Veterinary  Inspector  examines  the  cows  for  Tuberculosis  and 
also  examines  the  milk  at  every  retailers  twice  a  year  form 
the  point  of  view  of  cleanliness. 

Slaughter  Houses. — 39  inspections  have  been  made  at  the 
6  slaughter  houses  in  the  District. 

Carcases  Condemned  ...  Nil 

Bakehouses. — There  are  9  bakehouses  in  the  District.  21 
inspections  have  been  made. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  infectious  Disease. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notified  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  :  — 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6 

6 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Periods 

1 

1 

Scar’el  Fever 

tfi 

^  6 
<  o 

"o 

(i. 

M 

CO 

0) 

o- 

00 

w 

Pneumonia 

Under  1  Year  ... 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

1  to  2  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  to  3  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3  to  4  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4  to  5  . 

— 

- — 

■ — 

— 

5  to  10  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

10  to  15  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  20  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

20  to  35  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

35  to  45  . 

__ 

1 

1 

— 

45  to  65  . 

— 

. — . 

— . 

1 

65  and  upwards 

—  - 

— 

— • 

— 

Total  Cases  Notified 

6 

1 

1 

4 
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Scarlet  Fever  : 

None  of  the  5  cases  of  Scarlet  Fere  occurred  in  children 
attending  elementary  schools  in  Tring.  The  5  cases  produce  a 
case  rate  of  1.12  per  1000  population  as  compared  with  2.33  for 
England  and  Wales.  / 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 

The  source  of  this  case  was  undetermined.  A  good  recovery 
was  made. 

Tuberculosis. 

~  'NEW  CASES  ^  DEATHS 


Pulmonar’s 

Non-Pulm’ry 

Pulmonarj^ 

Non-PulmTy 

M. 

F 

M, 

F. 

M,  F. 

M, 

F. 

0—  1 

1—  5 

-  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

1 

1 

1 

—  - 

— 

— 

15—25 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

—  — 

— 

25—35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35—45 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

— 

— 

— . 

- - 

-  - 

- - 

55—65 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

-  — 

_ 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ —  — 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

0 

1 

] 

] 

]  0 

0 

0 

d'he  1  recorded  death  was  not  a  notified  case.  In  case  of 
non-notification  a  letter  is  sent  to  the  medical  practitioner  con¬ 
cerned  and  particulars  of  the  case  are  requested. 

Health  Education  : 

Pamphlets  on  the  following  subjects  are  made  use  of  as 
the  occasion  arises  :  — 

Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Infectious  Diseases,  Cleanli¬ 
ness. 
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TABLE  SHEWING  BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND 
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